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The Emergency Times

Quote of the Day

“A right is not what someone gives you; it's what no one can take from you.
- Ramsey Clark

U.S Administration’s Favourite
Pakistani DEMOCRATS

Zafar Ali Shah also opts out of Election
(Courtesy The Daily Times)

Senior PML-N leader Zafar Ali Shah on Thursday announced to boycott the January 8 polls to protest the judges’ deposition.

Talking to Daily Times, Shah said that he was a lawyer and chose not to contest elections under current circumstances when the
constitution was suspended and the judges were detained.

“I can’t disassociate myself from the lawyers’ struggle for restoration of judiciary,” he said.

PPP leader and Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) president Aitzaz Ahsan had also pulled himself out of the election race in
protest against the November 3 extra constitutional steps by the president. He has been under house arrest in Lahore.

Teacher Action Committee formed, issues statement

Following a couple of meetings, the teachers from various schools, colleges and universities including PU, FAST, LGS, LUMS, NCA,
BNU, LACAS, FCC and GCU unanimously decided to form a Teachers Action Committee (TAC). The aim of TAC is to provide a
nonpartisan forum where teachers can discuss issues pertaining to their profession and their role in society. These issues include our
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tiered education system and standard of education among others. But currently, the foremost being raising our voices against the
illegal imposition of martial law (called emergency rule) and the brutal oppression by state authorities to suppress any voices calling
for the rule of law and freedom of expression. Our silence is not an option in the face of this state brutality, especially now that the
judiciary has been dismissed and the constitution violated.

The Teachers Action Committee vehemently condemns the FIR lodged against 14 members of the Punjab University academic staff
and 4 professors and 2 students of LUMS under sections 124-A, 188, 143/149, 16-MPO and 7 ATA (charge of terrorism). We demand
that the state also withdraw cases against PU faculty members as has already been done for LUMS faculty. We stand in complete
solidarity with our fellow academics and students who have been subjected to harassment and intimidation. We strongly believe that
safeguarding freedom of thought and expression is a fundamental principle of our profession. Thus repressive tactics by the state and
restrictions on freedom of speech and peaceful protest by administrations are in direct violation of the principles of our profession and

the Pakistani constitution.

We pledge to raise our collective voice to protect and win the constitutional freedoms of our citizens especially teachers and students
and we invite all teachers to join us in this long struggle.

We demand

1. An immediately end to faculty and student harassment for exercising their constitutional right to free speech and peaceful protest.
We demand institutional administrations to protect the constitutional rights of students and faculty.

2. September 2nd judiciary and constitution to be restored immediately.

3. All political prisoners to be released immediately.

4. Lifting of all curbs on the media.

5. Free, fair and transparent elections. We consider the current manipulated election process to be neither free nor fair.

6. An immediate lifting of martial law, army returning permanently to the barracks and the abrogation of changes to Military Law.
With this we take the first step towards a brighter future of our country.

Teacher Action Committee. tac.lahore @ gmail.com

Details of IRI Poll — Musharraf’s popularity at rock-bottom

Recently, Musharraf challenged the media to ask the real people of Pakistan and asserted that he is popular in Pakistan.
The following video shows more: http://www.yousufnazar.com/?p=293

The complete results of an IRI poll are available online at the following link: http://www.iri.org/mena/pakistan/pdfs/2007-12-12-
pakistan-poll.pdf

Here is a summary:
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* Most respondents (52%) belonged to middle class and earn between Rs.3,000 to Rs.10,000 per month.
*76% oppose crackdown on lawyers & TV stations, and house arrest of Supreme Court judges

*70% oppose state of emergency & ban on political rallies
* 60% feel emergency was imposed to save Musharraf'sneck, instead of fighting terrorism

KEY ISSUES

* 68% people worry about inflation & unemployment
* 68% feel Musharraf govt's performance has been poor
*72% oppose Musharraf's re-election as President

POPULARITY OF CANDIDATES

* Overall, Benazir is most popular (31% support),followed by Nawaz Sharif (26% support).
* Benazir is widely popular in SINDH & BALUCHISTAN.

* Nawaz Sharif is leading popularity ratings in PUNJAB

* Nawaz Sharif also leads popularity ratings in NWFP, followed by Imran Khan.

SAC Islamabad issues call for the 17" of December

SAC I7th December Protest
Student Action Committee
Rawalpindi/Islamabad

Will the general taking off his uniform benefit the people of Pakistan?
After the lifting of the emergency will our rights be guaranteed?
Can there be free and fair elections in the absence of the real judiciary?

Our protest continues:

For the restoration of the Chief Justice and his fellow judges
For the lifting of all curbs on the media

For the withdrawal of the army from politics once and for all
For the restoration of student unions

For an end to the class system of education

JOIN US:
Monday, 17th December 2007
3pm, Aab Para Chowk, Islamabad

If not us, then who?
If not now, then when?
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(The SAC Lahore will respond to the call of their brethren in Islamabad by staging a protest on the same day. The time and venue for
the Lahore protest will be decided today.)

Discussion with renowned Economist, Kaiser Bengali

What will be discussed:

Has there been significant economic development during the Musharraf Regime ?
How much of it is a myth and how much of it is true economic development?
What does the much hyped growth rate mean for us Pakistanis?

Is the economic growth sustainable ?
Date: Sunday, 16th December, 2007 Time: 4:00- 7:00 PM
Venue: Shirkatgah Offfice , Meeting Room ( 1st Floor) , 2 Bath Island Road, Parin Lodge, Bath Island, Karachi.

We encourage you to RSVP so we can make adequate seating arrangements ! For more information feel free to call us at
0334-3028811 or email to moneeza.ahmed @ gmail.com

Massive rally in support of Aitzaz

As you know, Aitzaz Ahsan has withdrawn from the election. In the process, he has restored hope in all of us and proven himself to be
a leader in the truest sense.

AITZAZ'S ATTORNEYS ARE WITHDRAWING HIS PAPERS ON HIS BEHALF ON SATURDAY, December 15, at 11 am at
AIWAN-E-ADAL, backed up by a MASSIVE show of support from the legal community and civil society.

It is up to all of us now _ Students, Doctors, Professionals - ALL of civil society - to join the movement and rally for the sake of our
principles. COME, BRING YOUR FRIENDS, TELL THEM TO BRING THEIR FRIENDS. The venue again is Aiwan-e-Adal
(adjacent to Town Hall), Lower Mall at 11 am on Saturday.

In Unity there is Strength.

In Strength, Victory.

In Complete Unity

Guilty as Charged

By Farhat Haq: Dawn, December 14, 2007
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UNTIL Nov 3, when President Musharraf declared a state of emergency in Pakistan, I was living the life of an academic in the safety
and comfort of a small Midwestern college town in the US where my biggest worry was that my sixteen-year-old son now had a
driver’s licence. The declaration of emergency pulled me into the peculiar emotional state inhabited by those of us who experience the
turmoil of their native lands while living in the safety and comfort of their adopted homelands.I watched on the television screen as
Pakistani protesters were beaten by plain-clothed security personnel and hauled away to prison. It made me want to join the street
demonstrations. Instead I tried to go about my daily routine, almost bursting into tears once as the checkout person at the grocery store
asked innocently, “How’s everything?”’

Then the emergency came to find me. “They have issued an FIR [first information report] for you along with three other faculty and
two students,” a Pakistani colleague from a university in Lahore, where I sometimes teach, informed me. To my colleague the fact that
I was accused of disturbing the peace by “chalking on the wall ... writing inappropriate things about the government” when I was not
even in the country was just one more indication of the Kafkaesque world Pakistan has entered since the declaration of the state of
emergency.

The government is supposedly fighting Islamic radicals and bringing on what is alleged to be the ‘third stage’ of democracy. Oddly
enough, it seeks to accomplish these goals by suspending the Constitution, shutting off the independent media, manipulating the
January election, packing the courts with compliant judges willing to take an oath of office under whatever President Musharraf says
is the law and, finally, imprisoning secular and progressive figures who dare to voice truly democratic aspirations for their country.
Add to this last strategy the issuing of arrest warrants for troublesome scholars (including yours truly) who are not even residing in
Pakistan.

Of course I am very proud of this FIR. It makes me feel as if I am actually doing something. But my husband is not amused. He has
experienced imprisonment and interrogation at the hands of Pakistani police, during another dark time in Pakistani history, when
another general hung the first popularly elected prime minister and arrested student leaders in order to keep ‘peace’ in the streets.
“You do not know what kind of trouble they can make for you when you go back to Pakistan,” he told me as I cheerfully showed him
the email. “This is not a laughing matter.”

Growing up in Pakistan, I knew FIRs were nothing but trouble. My extended small-town and rural Punjabi family mostly kept on the
right side of the law, but there was a maternal uncle of mine, a rabble-rouser who had eloped with another man’s wife, who was
familiar with FIRs, thanas (jails) and police. Such involvement was no picnic. Nor was the process particularly fair.Successfully
lodging an FIR against one’s adversary was a sure sign of one’s connections and ability to humiliate the enemy. With FIRs in hand the
police could raid your house and arrest all the males. If they really wanted to humiliate the family, they would haul the female
members to the thana too.

For a middle-class Pakistani, no encounter with the law could possibly be very good. For working-class and poor Pakistanis,
encounters with the law are likely to be ruinous. One does not turn to law to get justice; the powerful use the law to keep others under
their control. Equality under the law, a rudimentary principle of modern citizenship, remains elusive for Pakistanis. FIRs, along with
other legal instruments — the detritus of British colonial rule — has continued to subjugate the Pakistani public.

A few months before the current state of emergency was declared came a glimmer of hope. For the first time in Pakistan’s history, the
judges of the Supreme Court resisted arbitrary rule and asserted supremacy of the law. Sitting here in the US and looking at the
unfolding political drama in Pakistan, I saw the first act as being ho-hum. A chief justice was told that he should resign or he would be
charged with misusing his office and thus dismissed anyway. There were rumours of sweetening the deal further by promising sweet
real-estate deals and cash.
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The chief justice refused and insisted on facing the charges against him. The accused chief justice became a lightning rod for a
movement for an independent judiciary. The chief justice got reinstated. The ordinary people rejoiced and looked to the Supreme
Court to get justice. People started urging the courts to take suo motu action on all kinds of grievances: traffic jams, graft and
corruption, kidnapping, disappearances, unfair selection for the national cricket team. Could it possibly be that, for ordinary people,
the law would no longer be their enemy; that they could finally look to the legal system to get justice?

Unfortunately, this first act concluded with the imposition of the current ‘emergency’. We are now in the middle of the second act.
How it will turn out, nobody really knows. But I am part of it. A warrant has been issued for my arrest, despite the fact that I am
thousands of miles away from the trouble. I accept this warrant proudly. In a way, it is no mistake. If it is criminal for a daughter of
Pakistan to long for freedom and justice, then I plead guilty.

The writer teaches political science at Monmouth College in Illinois, US.
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